
SALLY  SCHWENK  ASSOCIATES, inc. 

P R E S E R V A T I O N    P R O F E S S I O N A L S 

112 West 9th Street, Suite 510,  

Kansas City, MO 64105 

  816-221-2672    
 

September 30, 2009 

 

Catherine Montgomery AIA 

City of Oklahoma City Planning Department 

420 West Main Street., Suite 900 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102 

 

Dear Catherine:  

 

I wanted to provide a brief summary on the resolution of concerns of the SHPO staff regarding the draft report.  

 

1.  The database copy prepared for the state has removed the additional fields that the city will need.  You 

should have two final databases on the CD-ROM, one for the city’s use, particularly in mapping using 

parcel numbers, and one for the state.  

 

2. General Comments 

a. The NPS acknowledgement statement was inserted 

 

b. Formatting was changed to double-space, 11 pt narrative font size and 10 pt. footnote and 

photograph caption font size in Times New Roman. Margins were changed to 1.5 in. on left margin 

and 1 in. on top, bottom and right side. Margins are left justified. Numbering may not appear to be 

consistent, but we have checked twice and made correction and it is in accordance with the latest 

Chicago Manual of Style rules, which now consider context and use within the paragraph.  It goes 

against everything I learned, but does have its own logic.) 

 

c. Footnotes:  Missing footnotes have been corrected. The information on page 24 is not a quote or 

closely paraphrased information, but based on information gathered and analyzed. Per the style 

manual, footnotes are not used unless quoting a source or closely paraphrasing one or two sources.  

 

3. Specific Comments 

a. Architectural history:  As we discussed the historic contexts includes broad patterns of history 

including architectural development and the presence of styles found throughout a community’s 

history.  Styles found in Oklahoma City during the survey are included in the Survey Results 

section of the report.  There seemed to be some concern about the appearance of filler. As agreed, 

we edited and reworked this section and also included some explanatory text to assist the reader in 

knowing that these two sections are cross referenced.  

 

b. Eligibility 

 

Historic Districts:  As we discussed small historic districts are allowed under National Park Service 

guidelines.  In the absence of an administrative rule in Oklahoma, all eligible properties must be 

noted as part of the public participation process mandated in the National Preservation Act of 1966 

as amended.  They are listed, with information relating to their significance.  As agreed, we also 

included the recommendation that they be nominated as part of a larger Multiple Property 

Submission that provides cross referencing to a Multiple Property Documentation Form developed 

for commercial properties in Oklahoma City. The issue is included in the discussion of the MPS 

format using these small districts as an example and included again in the discussion of nomination 

of these groupings as districts.  



 

Remaining Recommendations Require Justification.  As agreed, we including the justification 

language that was included on the survey sheets in the discussion of these resources in the survey 

report.  I also inserted a lengthy paragraph relating to these resources’ historic architectural 

integrity and significant associations with contexts developed in the survey.  In particular, this 

seemed like a good place to discuss Modern Movement buildings that are both fifty years of age 

and those  which are not yet fifty years of age.  This should pave the way in the future with pre-

documentation for both the City and the State.  Moreover, it provides the basis for the city to 

develop preservation plans for protection in a proactive and flexible manner.  

 

I am not comfortable in dictating what Multiple Property Documentation Forms should be prepared 

relating to Commercial and/or Art Deco at this time.  Because this is a phased survey, it would be 

important to have a more holistic approach.  On the other hand if certain types of resources that 

share associations whether functional or architectural or even more specific such as buildings 

related to the oil and gas industries in downtown Oklahoma City, are endangered or there are 

owners interested in nominating these thematic properties, then there is always the option to 

develop a very wide ranging context or a or a more specific context.  

 

Individual Properties: We reviewed, using the seven criteria for integrity, all of the individual 

properties that the SHPO staff expressed concerns.  We were able to study additional photographic 

documentation of previous appearance and current appearance and make comparisons in certain 

instances. We also conducted additional research relating to appearance of the building during 

period of significant associations.  Based on comments by SHPO staff and documentation there 

were three properties on the cusp that were removed from the list and survey forms adjusted.  

 

Oklahoma City Bombing – As you know we revisited the language and everyone was pleased with 

the result. We also provided information in the text about the availability of survey forms on file at 

your office and with the SHPO relating to the buildings affected by the bombing.  

 

Other:  I went ahead and made corrections to the text as indicated by the SHPO comments. All 

photographs have sources. Sentences indicated as awkward or where the reader has indicated that 

they do not understand the information, were rewritten.  

 

I have removed the word “vernacular” from the text except in the rare instances it applies to 

indigenous materials and traditional designs that can be traced to a particular cultural group in 

Oklahoma. I am aware that the term “vernacular architecture” in its broadest sense refers to 

ordinary buildings and landscapes. In particular, after the advent of the railroad and factory 

assembled pieces and prefabrication of entire dwellings, neither the materials nor the design is 

indigenous to an area. In Oklahoma City, non-high style designed buildings identified in the survey 

are specific forms with  generic design treatments found  throughout the United States with no 

reference to local building customs/traditions.  Since the use of the term is a topic of continuing 

debate and the continued imprecise use creates confusion, we have avoided the term except as it 

applies to the region and used it in its narrowest definition.   Moreover, because the National Park 

Service does not have a building style/category using the term “vernacular” and it its not allowed to 

be sued as a defining term for a building design under the category of “other,” we elected to avoid 

confusion by lay and professional readers unfamiliar with the ongoing debate and used it only in 

the narrowest sense relating to indigenous use found in the Oxford English Dictionary.  Instead, we 

have used terms such as traditional, generic, etc. to indicate the lack of formal architectural design 

and identifiable stylistic family.  

 

I also completed some heavy editing in the discussion of the pre-World War II  and post-World 

War II Modern Movement terms as they apply to sub categories.  

 



On the issue of number of religious buildings found I revisited the text and found no change 

necessary.  There are four in the survey area as shown in the chart; three are already listed in the 

National Register as noted in the text.  

 

We reformatted several paragraphs dealing with identified functional property types and assigned 

headings in according with the NPS data categories for functions and uses.   

 

We classified findings according to both functional property type and architectural property type, 

per NPS guidelines in Bulleting 24.  This will translate directly to the preparation of Multiple 

Property Documentation Forms in the future should the city wish to utilize the Multiple Property 

Submission format to nominate properties to the National Register.  Sub-headings indicate that the 

classification to be discussed is functional.  

 

In the chart on Historic Architectural Styles on draft page 62 the term NeoClassical Revival, 

NeoElectic Styles: Neo-Tudor, and NeoClassical Revival  are terms used by the McAlisters to 

denote post World War II adaptation of earlier styles. The McAlisters’ terminology has been 

adapted to the terminology used by the National Register program and it is a recommended source 

by the NPS in preparing National Register nominations.  

 

I changed the heading and edited the section on wholesale remodeling of early twentieth century 

buildings to post-World War II Modern Movement treatments.  I left it as a stand-alone paragraph 

as agreed.  

 

All maps illustrating findings of the survey were printed in 11 x 17 inch fold-out format at the end 

of the report.  The map in the introductory section was changed to reflect the initial map of the 

survey area in the RFP.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Sally Fullerton Schwenk 
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